
 

winds for the past three 

weeks. Following Wednes-

day night sailing there is 

always the interesting debrief 

by the winner.. What are the 

secrets to getting across that 

finish line first... 

Winter is behind us.. So now 

is the time to get out sailing 

and enjoy the best sailing in 

the North East. The last       

couple of weeks have seen 

constant easterly winds 

which is slightly unusual for 

this time of year, but the 

strong wind and bright sun-

shine has certainly made for 

some excellent sailing condi-

tions. The Wednesday night 

series has been well attended 

with an average of Force 3-4 

As you know the Club relies 

almost entirely on volun-

teers. If you are not already 

contributing to the running 

of the Club, please could you 

consider taking on a minor 

task to help keep the Club 

running? It could be a rou-

tine item, such as washing 

the towels or replenishing the 

coffee, or a one off such as 

replacing the stair nosing's.  

If you are willing to do one 

of these or something similar 

please contact Ian Ainsworth 

f you have any interesting 

news, information please 

email  

gill.taylorg@googlemail.com 

Spring into sailing..  
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“To call  

Royal Quays 

marina, use  

channel 80” 

Useful bits  

of  

information 

New Mats..  

Wednesday Talks .. Thanks 

Beach Party 
Volunteers turned out to help 

clean the club house, prepare 

the boats and importantly get 

the slip way ready so we can 

actually launch boats.  

Thankfully it was a relatively 

mild day and the rain kept 

away to allow the new slipway 

to dry. Thanks to Ian for stay-

ing late into the afternoon to 

ensure that no dog prints or 

child footprints were made.. 

Thanks to all those who at-

tended the beach party and 

helped clean the club ready for 

the start of the season.  

biscuit, pickled onion and an  

orange explains how tides 

w o r k  c h e c k  o u t  … 

www.youtube.com/watch?

v=CTQ6ciHENgI. 

 

Chris Tack  tested the group 

on rules and what do and say 

if your inside three boat 

lengths, as we all know from 

experience can often lead to 

lively off the water discus-

sions! Chris made it sound so 

simple so lets hope we all 

know our rules for the coming 

season.  

 

The Wednesday night talks 

included Jacks Claydon, Alan 

Baker, Chris Tack and Loz 

Young. 

Everyone should have at-

tended Jacks talk, on how to 

operate radios, how to access 

Royal Quays marina and what 

to do when on race or rescue 

duty.. Any questions for 

newer members of the club 

please don’t hesitate to ask 

one of the committee member.  

Alan Baker gave a fascinating 

talk on tides, explaining all the 

terminology and using imagi-

native you tube videos.. And 

if you want to know how a 

Loz Young came armed with 

ten origami boats to demon-

strate the best way to cross the 

start line. Thanks to all those 

whom presented the talks and 

all those who turned up to 

support.  

Red Seal have kindly rescued some mats from the sea, but 

the club has also purchased some new mats. Another huge 

thanks to those who help put the mats in place. .. Can you 

think of a caption to go with the picture… 

“Always avoid 

commercial 

shipping..” 

“The plastic 

prop guard was 

never going to 

last!!.” 
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The new 2011 duty is published, 

please ensure you check the duty 

rota. If you have any difficulty attend-

ing any of your duties please try to 

arrange a swap as soon as possible.  

 

On these Sundays we hope to 

pair up newcomers with “old 

hands” 

 

who can help them rig, answer 

their questions and “shadow” 

and coach them on the water 

for a period of sailing before 

and after racing. Novices will 

have a separate start a minute 

after the main race start and 

will be encouraged to sail the 

course. 

This will be very much a 

“work in progress”. We’ll see 

what works and modify as we 

go. 

 

If you would like to know 

more talk to a member of the 

sailing committee. 

You may have noticed in the 

sailing programme a number of 

Sundays marked “Buddying”. 

We want to help new members 

( and we have a number who 

did the RYA 2 course last year 

who have rejoined ) make the 

transition from completing a 

course to becoming confident 

regular sailors; something 

which historically we have not 

been very good at. 

“Buddying” is a simple idea. 

Buddying System..  

What we actually do will de-

pend on the tides and winds 

( And Officer of the Day’s 

inspiration ! )on the day, but 

Marsden, Cullercoats even a 

landing on Longsands or a sail 

upriver are all possibilities. 

Make a note of the dates for 

your diary and we’ll remind 

you a week or so before! 

Many years ago the club used 

to do sails to Marsden and 

other places. A year or so ago I 

took a group to land on S 

Shields beach for an icecream, 

something which our newer 

members and children much 

enjoyed. We have 4 Sundays in 

the program allocated to 

Cruises instead of racing. 

 

 

Cruises... 

So what’s new for 2011  
The club would like to give a big wel-

come to new members:-Cathleen 

Schwarzlose, Mark, Richard Fahey and 

others..  

Welcome... 

The club have a new cleaner, Leonidas, who 

comes to the club for a couple of hours on 

Tuesday and Saturday. He is working to a 

strange schedule that I put together which en-

sures all the club gets cleaned, but not every 

week. To make the task manageable (and af-

fordable) Leonidas does not clean the galley or 

the bars. Please let Terry know if you have any 

concerns about the cleanliness of the club and 

please wash up and tidy up if you find that it 

needs doing.  

Cleaning... 

ITS YOU:- Have you ever wondered who turns off the boiler at night or who makes sure the hose 
is turned off and not leaking or who checks the boathouse door is locked? Please help key-
holders by doing your bit to keep the club house and boathouse safe.  
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T I D E L I N E S  

Laser 
Class Captain:- Jacks Claydon 
On Friday 6th May we held a very well-attended Laser 'cover off' night at TSC. We went 

through how to rig a laser, thanks to Roger and Jon for their help and advice. For some 

this was their first time rigging a laser and they quickly learned that the one design boat 

isn't one design rigging; I hope you didn't end up more confused than when you started. 

We also went through how to rig your boat more competitively, maximising purchase. 

I'm sure I'm not the only one who came away with a shopping list and a few changes to 

make. I had a good evening, chatting to new faces and old, and eating pizza, so thanks 

for coming along. If you weren't able to attend this session and would be interested in 

improving your laser rigging please let me know, and we might organise another Cover 

off event on a warm sunny evening at Tynemouth  

We plan to help you build on your existing sailing skills, covering tacking, gybing, rounding marks and start lines and most 

importantly having fun. We're open to suggestions, so let me know if there's anything else you'd like us to cover.  

We have two club lasers at the moment which can be shared for the evening, however these sessions are already proving to 

be popular so please try to beg/ borrow/ buy a boat in advance - all fleets welcome. 

 

The plan: Start time 630pm - preferably ready to sail. Friday evenings in May and June 

Last Wednesday’s (4th May 2011) sail was a sunny, windy, choppy night - force 4 ESE with a fast ebbing tide and a good 

swell in the channel. 

Tom had a great start but a swim on the second leg approaching "2" probably wasn't in his race plan. This allowed Howard 

through and he maintained his leading position til the end, well done HS, good to have you back. 

I too enjoyed a swim courtesy of a main sheet mysteriously wrapping itself around my ankle as I tried to bear off so success-

fully secured my position at the back of the fleet. 

We had five lasers on the water and one which didn't manage to launch (?kit failure) so good to have a reasonable fleet. Wel-

come to Nathan, first time out at Tynemouth but obviously know's what he's doing. Let's see if we can get 10 Tynemouth 

lasers starting on a Wednesday this season! 

 

Unofficial results so far 

Wed 20th - no race fog 

Wed 27th: 1. Loz 2. Terry: I think there were 3 lasers on the water so let me know if I've missed you out 

Wed 4th: 1. Howard 2. Tom 3. Nathan 4. Loz 5. Jacks  

Wednesday night results... 

Informal coaching 

Starting Friday 15th May, there will 

be some informal coaching at Tyne-

mouth aimed at improving your sail-

ing skills – whilst having fun, it is 

Friday night after all!   

Order cheap Laser parts 

If you need any kit for your laser, 

then take advantage of the Club’s 

one off deal with Laser – sup-

ported by the RYA’s Activate 

your Laser scheme.  Let me know 

what you need, from clew straps 

to new sails, and I will get a 

quote from Laser.  I intend to 

order by the end of May, so 

please let me know if you think 

you might need anything. 

 

.   

 

 

Laser Coaching Saturday 16th July  

Richard Benson will be coming to 

Tynemouth to provide us with a day’s 

Laser coaching.  Richard is an excel-

lent coach, so please let me know if 

you are interested in this training day. 

Further details to follow, but put the 

date in our diary now.   I am hoping 

that we will be able to borrow six La-

sers from the RYA for this event, so 

you can join us even if you don’t have 

a Laser. 

Communication 

I hope that we can communicate within 

the fleet via email.  I will email all La-

ser sailors listed in the Yearbook, but 

please contact me on jumping-

jacks2003@yahoo.co.uk if you don’t 

receive an email from me, or if you 

know of any other Laser sailors who 

might like to sail at Tynemouth.     

Fleet Street 

mailto:jumpingjacks2003@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:jumpingjacks2003@yahoo.co.uk
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Friday night junior and cadet training afloat start on May 6th and will continue to July 

15th. Tom (Steavenson) and Gerry (Goodfellow) will be instructing together with Sarah, 

Alan and Howard has offered to coach.  We plan to have fixed groups and fixed boats 

this year and to play more sailing games ; Sarah and I have been practising some at Cas-

tlegate Quay on the River Tees.  

Anyone who was not at the meeting last Friday who would like to come please contact 

me so that I can  finalise details. We now have 11 seaworthy club Toppers with new out-

haul cleats and Rene has her own boat which I hear is not pink but raspberry colour! 

 

 

Can You Beat The Stig? 

You all know The Stig from Top Gear, but do you know his third cousin twice removed, also 

called The Stig? Our tame dinghy racer sails at Tynemouth and has issued a challenge this 

season - to beat his time round our test track (also known as the three channel markers). 

The Stig’s first attempt was clocked at 7 minutes and 58 seconds - he claims that the wind 

was too light and the dredger “Crestway” got in the way, but that’s just tough. Stig wasn’t 

happy with this and tried again another day, this time scoring 5 minutes and 33 seconds. 

Since the conditions were rather different we’ll allow it on the board, though as a “wet lap”... 

The rules: 

The start is at mark H (the big red one!) and the course is 1-2-H, all to port. 

No matter what the wind direction and strength you must sail this exact course - no 

changing the start mark or going the other way round! 

The watch starts as you pass H, and stops as you pass H again at the end of your lap. 

You can time your own lap but more credibility is earned if you get someone else to time 

you. 

Sail any boat you like! Handicap may be taken into account at the end of the season but 

this will be at The Stig’s discretion. 

You must record your time on the notice board in the clubhouse, otherwise nobody will 

ever know... 

At the end of the season the times will be judged and a winner announced - good luck! 

Jacks, Arthur Wade and Ashley ( and two school members of 

staff ) have successfully completed the theory part of Powerboat 

level 2 and Jacks and Arthur have done most of the practical ; 

well done. This was in preparation for the Safety Boat course 

held in April which 11 club members successfully completed. 

( Howard, Rodger, David, Alan, Sarah, Jacks, Terry, Tom 

Herron, Paul Rodgerson, Arthur and Rob Pease.) 

Numbers on these courses are quite restricted because the al-

lowed Instructor to pupil ratio is 1;3 on powerboat 2 and 1;6 on 

Safety Boat. If any club members would like to know what is 

involved have a chat with Mike and if there is enough interest 

Mike will look at setting up further courses in July/August.   

Powerboat Course 

Friday night training 
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given only half a chance it usually does. In the five 

weeks it took us to get to Rio week had a leaky genera-

tor, a water maker that produced salty water, wrapped 

sails, ripped sails, dead calms, and sudden squalls. But 

it was not all problems we also got to experience first 

hand some of the most amazing sun rises and sun sets I 

have ever seen, as well as huge schools of dolphins (we 

had to wait until later legs to see whales and albatross) 

flying fish by the thousand (these would some times 

arrive on deck quite unexpectedly just when you were relax-

ing!!), turtles, jelly fish. And the sailing could be fantastic with 

the sunshine, crystal blue seas, and the sails tuned perfectly to 

the wind, we could just hum along. 

 

With the various problems we encountered along the way we 

had to be pretty resourceful and self-sufficient to put things 

right. Ripped sails would be stiched up ready for re-use (we 

carried a sewing machine on board for just such an occasion!!) 

and the saloon was turned in to a sail loft for several days as we 

pieced together our lightweight spinnaker. We needed to be 

plumbers to unblock toilets and hunt for the elusive leak in our 

generator (finally pinned down to a faulty pressure valve on the 

cooling water system. Dead clams were a little more difficult to 

deal with, we would spend hours trying to get the yacht moving 

or keep her drifting along, but ultimately we just had to wait 

for the wind to fill in again and get back in to the race (how we 

ended up in so many wind holes is a mystery to me!!! Grib 

files should never be trusted!)(Grib files contained the weather 

data we were sent by the race office each day, a finger in the 

air could usually tell you as much as the grib files did!) 

 

The race from Rio on to Cape Town was our first taste of really 

testing conditions. We knew we were in for a rough ride within 

hours of leaving Rio. The winds built in strength as we left the 

shadow of Sugar Loaf mountain and the evening watch was a 

frenzy of activity as we changed down sails as the wind 

strength built. One particular sail change was great fun as we 

blasted along taking vast quantities of water over the bow as 

the team on the for deck battled to get new sail hanked on to 

the forestay and then wrestle the old sail down. Most of us 

were still in shorts and t-shirts for the fantastic weather that had 

been around as we left the marina. This shows just how busy 

we had been for 3-4 hours as we did not even have time to get 

our wet weather gear on as the rain and winds had over taken 

us!!! 

 

The reminder of the leg was a roller coaster ride of down wind 

sailing in big swells and the spinnaker flying. This was very 

exciting sailing pretty much on the edge as we skirted over the 

northern part of the infamous Southern Ocean. We achieved 

some of our fastest speeds so far on the race hitting the high 

teens as we surfed down waves. This is a very exhilarating (and 

unnerving) experience as 38tonnes of yacht and crew acceler-

ate down the face of a wave. The best place to experience this 

was on the wheel, although not so much in the dead of night 

with so much cloud cover that you can not even see the bow of 

the yacht!! All you can do is keep an eye on your compass 

coarse and learn (very quickly!!) how the yacht behaves in the 

swell. 

Clipper Adventures with Jonathan Hays… Part 1.. 

T I D E L I N E S  

As I sit down to write this, around this time last year I was 

busy preparing for the longest voyage of my life. I was in 

Qingdao, the 2008 Olympic sailing village preparing to cross 

the Pacific Ocean on leg 5 of the Clipper Round the World 

Yacht Race. This adventure had begun several months before 

on the banks of the River Humber one very sunny Sunday in 

September. Ten’s of thousands of people lined the banks of 

the Humber as the ten identical Clipper yachts crossed the 

start line and headed out to sea. 

 

For those who do not know the Clipper Round the World 

Yacht Race is an event set up to allow amateur sailors to par-

take in one of the worlds truly great adventures. Clipper Ven-

tures was set up by Sir Robin Knox-Johnston and they organ-

ise the bi-annual race. It is possible to take I part in a single 

leg or complete the whole circumnavigation, as the yachts all 

stop-off in a number of parts along the route. I chose to take 

part in the whole circumnavigation, I think the main reason 

for doing so was each of the legs of the race presented a very 

different challenge and experience and I wanted to experi-

ence them all. Some of the legs would involve tough condi-

tions in very remote parts of the worlds oceans, some would 

be fantastic sailing experiences and in the various ports of 

call was the opportunity to visit new places and cultures that 

I probably would not have chosen to go to. 

 

So back to start day, the crowds on start day and in the week 

leading up to the start, as all the yachts were berthed in a ma-

rine in Hull, were fantastic and you got a feeling for what it 

was like to be a bit of a celebrity. People would be stood on 

the pavements around the marina photographing the yachts 

and the crews as they made their final preparations. I guess 

all this excitement helped us all forget some of the worries 

and nervousness we were all feeling. Start day was a very 

emotional affair as the crews said good by to family, friends 

and loved ones. Then just as quick we were on our own out 

in the North Sea. It still took us on Uniquely Singapore (the 

name of our yacht) a couple of days to calm down and get in 

to the routine of life aboard a racing yacht. Although we did 

not have long before we hit landfall, as La Rochelle, France 

was our first stop. 

 

This short race gave us a brief taste of what life would be like 

for the next ten months. The next leg of the race would be a 

lot more taxing as it would takes us south of the equator to 

Rio De Janeiro, approximately 6000nm and 5 weeks of sail-

ing. As you can imagine anything can happen at sea, and 
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This was a good race for us picking up points at a scoring gate part way through the race as well as finishing 3 rd overall in to 

Cape Town. Our first podium finish, which we celebrated properly by visiting the local casino, which was the only place open 

that early in the morning (we arrived in the marina at about 3am!!) 

 

The next race to Geraldton, Western Australia was much the same although the weather warmed up considerably as we ap-

proached the Australian coast. On this leg we sailed further south and experienced the Southern Ocean in all her glory. We saw 

the odd whale and many birds and albatross, magnificent birds that would fly around the yacht for days at a time. This race was 

not as successful as our previous race a miss calculation on our approach to the finish allowed 5 or 6 boats to sail under us as we 

sailed close hauled to the finish line in to 7th position. 

 

We spent Christmas and New Year in Australia, it was certainly a change from the norm baking in 30 – 40oC heat as we ate our 

Christmas dinner. Then we were off again on the leg in to our home port, Singapore, we had high hopes that we could get our 

best result yet and break the home port duck, by finishing first. This was not to be and the race also so nearly had a tragic story 

as Cork ran aground on the way up the Java Sea. The crew abandoned ship to the life rafts and were all picked up safely by the 

other clipper yachts. Unfortunately the yacht could not be saved. 

With the exception of the cork incident I found the sailing in the Java sea a fantastic experience. Sailing through some of the 

squalls was really exciting, this was probably made more enjoyable by the fact that the rain was almost as warm as bath water 

when it fell, so you had no issues with getting cold. Although the permanently damp conditions made for some interesting skin 

complaints on board (I won’t go in to any more details suffice to say boils/spots and itches featured a lot!!)  

 

The welcome in to the marina was fantastic and we had a very enjoyable stay there. Before we embarked on what was expected 

to be the toughest leg of the race, from Singapore, past Taiwan and on to Qingdao, China. We would encounter many different 

conditions on this relatively short race. The hot and sticky conditions of the tropics would soon be replaced by rough and windy 

conditions around Taiwan before the weather turned bitterly cold and icing, with the potential for light winds as we approached 

the Chinese coast through the Yellow Sea (very aptly named.) And we experienced pretty much every thing that was promised. 

The city of Qingdao was as cold as we expected, they had had a heavy snow fall the week before we arrived (fortunately that had 

melted by the time we got there) but working on the maintenance of the yachts whilst in port was tough work. Servicing winches 

and checking the rigging in the cold conditions. 

 

Then it was time to set off to sea again, back through the Yellow Sea and out across the North Pacific. This was to be our longest 

race at about 6500nm. We first had to exit the Yellow Sea which was no easy feat as the Chinese fishing fleets were out in force 

this time. We would regularly see the tell tale blobs on the radar scope, and try as we might we could never seem to route our 

selves around the fleets and we would find our selves stuck in the middle of 30-40 fishing boats in tight groups. It was even 

worse when this occurred at night and all you could see was red, green and white lights (if you were lucky, as the navigation 

lights were generally obscured by the working lights on deck!!) moving in random directions. On more than one occasion we 

found ourselves crossing across the stern of one boat with about 40m clearance and then immediately afterwards the bow of an-

other with a similar gap. Picking a route through the randomly moving fleet was no easy task and chance played a large part in 

decision making. 

 

Once we cleared the southern tip of Japan and left the continent of Asia behind we were hit by the first storm of this leg. The 

crossing was expected to be mainly down wind as was the case here and we rode the storm and carried on. However this was not 

to be the last storm we would encounter on this 

leg, as no sooner had this storm settled then an-

other could be seen forming off the coast of Ja-

pan. This one was slightly larger than the last! 

And so the pattern continued with each storm 

developing slightly large than the last, until one 

was finally officially classified as a hurricane. 

Fortunately we were far enough across the pa-

cific at this stage that it had subsided slightly, 

however we were still experiencing high winds 

(over 40kts most of the time) and huge seas (20 

– 25m swells) the decision had been made to 

drop the main and head sails so we were sailing 

bear poled, but still managing to achieve fairly 

consistent speeds of around 10kts. 

 

Then we had our most dangerous period of the 

race so far………………… 
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Susan Channon Breast Cancer Trust—Thanks 
For the past 5 years the Susan Chan-

non breast cancer trust has benefited 

from the support of TSC in helping 

with our fundraising activities relat-

ing to the Great North Run with a 

water taxi service back from South 

Shields Sailing Club for the running 

team and a post run fund raisin bar-

beque at the club. 

 

As a cofounder and trustee of this 

local breast cancer charity I would 

like to thanks Tynemouth Sailing 

Club and the members who make it 

work. 

 

Glynis Ovington, Eileen Wilkinson, 

Ann Brindle, Anne Griffith, Jill Kin-

caid, Sue Baker, Di Bilsland, Judy 

Williams, Joyce Wilson, Phil Wilson, 

John Williams  

 

Clive Griffith,  

Rear commodore and breast surgeon. 

 

 

 

When Susan Channon, a young mother and laboratory scien-

tist at the Royal Victoria Infirmary, died of breast cancer 

over 15 years ago, her family, friends, and colleagues formed 

the breast cancer charity that bears her name. 

 

The aims of this charity are to invest in the people who de-

liver care for breast cancer patients in the North East of  Eng-

land and allow doctors, nurses, physiotherapists and other 

health care professionals:  

 

To visit centres of excellence in the UK and abroad to bring 

back the best clinical practice to the North East of England. 

 

To attend national and international breast cancer confer-

ences to bring back the latest knowledge on the management 

of patients with breast cancer. 

 

To attend professional training courses in the latest manage-

ment of patients with breast cancer. 

 

As a small charity we are able to ensure that 98% of funds 

collected go directly to awards to improve breast cancer care 

and we have funded over 25 awards since the charity was 

created. 

 

We are very grateful to our team of runners that take part in 

the Great North Run each year to raise fund for the Susan 

Channon Breast Cancer Trust. 

The Susan Channon Breast cancer trust 

 

 

 

 

       

     Nigel, Susan and Rebecca 

      at home in 1993. 
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Red Seal Rescue Fundraising 

Saturday 

18th June 
7pm-11pm 

King Street  Social Club, King Street, North Shields. 

Bar, Band, Buffet, Raffle 

Tickets: £6 

Contact:- Mark 07896131975 

If you have a story, visit somewhere interesting, event and want to get it published in 

Tidelines, contact Gillian via email:- gill.taylorg@googlemail.com 


